
Flower Power- the 2019 Philadelphia Flower Show 
has come and gone with THS being represented 
in both Horticulture and Design.  THS came 

home with multiple ribbons of every color.  Congratu-
lations to the following THS members for participating 
in this year’s PHS flower 
show: Dee Crawford, 
Janice McMaster, Kathy 
Schreader, Alice Szarek, 
and Karen Wychock  
exhibited bulbs.  Karen 
Wychock exhibited a 
miniature design.  Larry  
Fontanilla, Jr. exhibited 
an Ikebana arrangement.  Thank you also to the mem-
bers who volunteered as clerks, runners, etc. Flower 
Show photos can be found on page 9.
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THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM

Gardening for Butterflies 
in a Butterfly House 

and in Your Yard

 Bensalem Senior Center
1850 Byberry Rd, Bensalem, PA

March 19, 2019 

Guest speaker, William Woodroffe is the Janet V. 
Machiewitz Butterfly House Coordinator at the 
Churchville Nature Center.  His PowerPoint program 
offers a different and unique view of butterflies.  Bill 
will discuss the lessons learned about gardening for 
butterflies inside the Center's butterfly house and how 

it pertains to native pe-
rennial gardening for 
butterflies in your own 
garden.  He will detail 
the type of plants to use 
for attracting and sup-
porting native butter-
flies as well as ways to 

grow butterflies at home for your own gardens.  Hand-
outs will be available.
            
Bill earned his degree in Conservation and Wildlife 
Management from Delaware University with an em-
phasis on entomology.  As Naturalist and Land Manag-
er of the CNC, he oversees property maintenance, sur-
veys and studies, habitat restoration, live animal care 
and exhibits, the annual wildflower sale and the Marlin 
D. Corn Wildlife Gardens.  Bill also participates in pub-
lic programming and outreach.
 
Arranged by:  Hazel Downes
Edited by:   Marie Cartwright



President’s Message
Happy March to All!
The Spring Equinox falls on Wednesday, March 20 at 5:58 pm.  For the first time in nearly 40 years, the 
Spring Equinox will occur on the same day as March’s  Full Worm Moon. It’s gonna be a super moon.  On 
the equinox, the length of the day and night is nearly equal in all parts of the world.  Enjoy the increasing 
sunlight hours, with earlier dawns and later sunsets.  March is the time to sow your annual flowers and 
veggies indoor.  Six weeks before the last frost date of May 1st is March. Start Your Seeds!
Cookie

Refreshments anyone?
There is a sign up sheet at our monthly meetings awaiting your signature for refreshments at future meet-
ings. Please consider signing up!  

March: Alice Szarek, Janice McMaster and Dee Crawford
April: Lenis Van Aken, Sally Irons, Marie Cartwright
May: Rae Glasgow, Choony Choi, Gegi English
June: Ruth Aumann, Phyllis Ashcroft, Hazel Downes
July: Mary Ann Wolfe, Howard and Lynn Kay
August: 
September: Phyllis Dietz, Phyllis Ford, Nancy Orlando
October: Karen Wychock
November:
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2018 LITTLE SHOW RESULTS

Thank you to all of our members who participated in 
our monthly “Little Shows” this past year.   A special 
“Thank You” to Mary Ann Wolf for keeping the Little 
Show Tally for 2018! 

Congratulations go out to the following members for 
top honors in design and horticulture.  We hope to see 
your name on the list next year!

Design
1st Place: Karen Wychock - 64 points
2nd Place: Karen Woodson - 42 points
3rd Place: Rae Glasgow -  36 points
3rd Place: Betty Sykes -  36 points 
Honorable Mention: Gegi English -  32 points

Horticulture
1st Place: Phyllis Dietz -  130 points
1st Place: Rae Glasgow -  130 points 
2nd Place: Mary Ann Wolf - 116 points
3rd Place: Aurea Almazan -  106 points
3rd Place: Lenis Van Aken -  106 points 
Honorable Mention:  Ron Cliggett -  76 points    

Horticulture (Left to Right): Aurea Almazan, Rae Glasgow, Ron Cliggett, lenis 
Van Aken and Mary Ann Wolf (Phyllis Dietz not pictured).

Design (Left to Right): Karen Wychock, Rae Glasgow, Cookie Woodson, 
Betty Sykes and Gegi English.



Trevose Horticultural Society
2019 NGC Standard Flower Show 

Birds of a Feather
Friday, August 16
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Saturday, August 17
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Outside your door, on your way to work, at the beach—birds are every-
where. As gardeners, they are welcome visitors to our yards through-

out the year.  With this in mind, join us for “Birds of a Feather” by partici-
pating in the 2019 THS Flower Show on August 16-17.  

Whether you are a floral designer or a horticulturalist, there is some-
thing for everyone!

The show will be filled with all things related to birds - bird houses, bird 
feeders, bird seed and bird baths!  You are limitted only by your imagination.

Gift Baskets: Ruth Kurtz is once again chairing the gift baskets.  We all love “end of the season sales” so please keep your eyes 
open for all of those great buys.  We have people of different ages and people with different interests attending our show. We 
are asking you to put together a themed basket with approximately $45 worth of items and bring it to the show. If you have 
any individual item or want to make a cash donation toward a basket, please bring them to the meeting. If you have any ques-
tions or want to discuss an idea, please call Ruth Kurtz at 215-909-0598 or email her at  rek302@gmail.com.

Donation Letters: In trying to complete our gift baskets, we ask local businesses for donations. Donations may be in the 
form of gift cards to local garden centers, building supply stores, restaurants, etc.   A letter of introduction is already written 
for you and available from Karen Wychock at all meetings.  

Market Place/Food Table: As usual we need homemade food items such as cakes, cookies, candy, jams and jellies! Visitors 
love homemade goodies! Our “white elephant” table can also use donations.  Rummage through your closets, attic and 
garage for any unwanted garden pots, hand tools, garden decorations, books and jewelry!  Please see Ruth Dorn with any 
questions.

Plant Table: Our visitors are always lined up for one of Choony Choi and Rae Glasgow’s great floral designs! They can 
always use vases, potted plants, and cut flowers/greens from our gardens.

Hospitality: As always, we need greeters! Our visitors need a warm welcome from one of our members. A smile goes a long 
way when someone is not quite sure of their surroundings. Won’t you help in donating an hour of your time? If available, 
please contact Phyllis Dietz at 215-676-1375.

Clerks: Have you ever dreamed of following the judges around our show? If so, your dream has come true! Simply let Betty 
Sykes know that you would like to be a clerk at this year’s show! No experience necessary!  

Challenge Seeds: You can pick up the challenge seeds from Mary Ann Wolf. These seeds are available for any member who 
would like to try to grow them and enter the specimens in our August Show.  This year’s seeds include: 

Flower: Cosmos, ‘Sweet Dreams’, Seeds’n Such, 1stem
Vegetable: Pumpkin, ‘Jack-Be-Little’, Seeds’n Such, 1 specimen
Potted Plant: Zinnia, ‘Profusion White’, Harris Seeds, 1 specimen in pot
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SPONSOR REQUEST FORM FOR FLOWER SHOW BOOK
In order to insure that you are included in the Sponsorship of our 2018 Standard Flower Show, we ask that 
you support the show by being a sponsor, or memorializing a dear friend or relative or in celebration of an 

event by returning the completed form below along with your donation to:

Lenis VanAken
68 Murray Road

Holland, PA 18966-1740

PLEASE INCLUDE ME AS A SPONSOR IN THE 2019 THS FLOWER SHOW BOOK
(RETURN BY APRIL 16, 2019)

NAME: ____________________________________________PHONE:__________________________

SPONSOR’S NAME IF DIFFERENT: ______________________________________________________

“IN MEMORY OF” or “IN CELEBRATION OF” (SPECIFY EVENT: ANNIVERSARY, ETC.)                      
____________________________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: ______________________

4

Karen “Cookie” Woodson, our new Trevose 
Horticultural Society president, recently presented 

new homeowners with a Spring wreath and a 
hanging vine plant.  We wish the best for this

Habitat For Humanity family!  

Needed For the THS Flower 
Show

Wide Mouth Glass Jars
and

Ceramic Cups and Saucers

We will be selling plant rooters at our market 
table in August.  We need wide mouth Mason 
jars, pickle jars, jam jars, mayonnaise jars, etc.  
Karen Wychock will be collecting them at the 
March, April, and May meetings.

We will also be putting 
together bird feeders 
made of cups and sau-
cers.  Karen Wychock 
will have a sign-up sheet 
at the meeting if you 
would like to help in 
putting them together.
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Membership Dues
Your 2019-2020 dues are now due.  

Send your check to:

Lenis VanAken
68 Murray Road

Holland, PA 18966-1740

Membership cards will be available at our next meeting for those whose dues payment is 
received prior to the meeting.

THS 2019-2020 MEMBERSHIP DUES PAYMENT

________Individual ($30)  ________Couple ($40)
           (each additional family member is $10) 

Name:_________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________Apt. #_______________

City:__________________________________________State:_______Zip:___________________

Phone:_________________________Email:____________________________________________

(Please note any change in information from last year)
PLEASE ENCLOSE WITH YOUR CHECK

Renew Your Membership!
March is the month to renew your THS membership.  Individual dues are 
$30 while couples are $40.  Each year we remit to GCFP $10/member which 
provides the club with insurance coverage, tax preparation,  the Keystone 
Gardener publication and all the programs the Garden Club Federation of 
PA provides during the year. Your dues do not cover all the club’s expenses which requires us to hold 
fund raising events throughout the year to make up the difference. 

Lenis will not be attending the March meeting so please mail your check to her at the address listed 
below.

This year Vice President Hazel Downs has arranged a diverse schedule of programs with something of 
interest for all members. Join your gardening friends, support us, learn and GROW.
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Garden Chatter
Your March “To Do” List

•	 Edge beds as soon as the ground thaws and the 
snow melts.

•	 Pull winter weeds, but don’t mulch yet. Wait a few 
more weeks until the soil dries and warms a bit.

•	 Hold off digging or tilling if the soil is wet. You’ll 
force out crucial air spaces and destroy soil struc-
ture. Damp is OK. 
Wet or soggy is 
not.

•	 Before new 
growth starts, 
prune sum-
mer-blooming 
flowering shrubs 
such as abelia, 
butterfly bush, 
beauty berry, 
caryopteris, 
clethra (summer-
sweet), smooth 
hydrangea, tree-
type hydrangea, 
Rose-of-Sharon, St. Johnswort, Crape Myrtle, sum-
mer-blooming Spirea and Vitex. Also prune grape 
vines and raspberries.

•	 Inspect the trees and shrubs for winter damage. 
Prune off any broken or storm-damaged branches.

•	 Tamp perennials and young shrubs back into 
ground that were forced partly out of the soil by 
freezing and thawing.

•	 On above 40 degree days, spray dormant oil to 
smother eggs of overwintering pests such as scale 
on pine and euonymus, spruce gall adelgids on 
spruce and Douglas fir, and woolly adelgids on 
hemlocks.

•	 Finish pruning fruit trees and spray with dormant 
oil if you didn’t do it in February. Use lime sulfur 
or fungicide to prevent leaf curl on peaches.

•	 Toward the end of the month, cut back ornamental 
grasses and liriope to a stub. Cut back perennials 
that have browned but weren’t trimmed in fall. 
Most perennials can be divided late this month 
through April, too.

•	 Make size-control and shaping cuts to evergreens 

such as arborvitae, boxwood, holly, yew, falsecy-
press and hemlock.

•	 Plant bare-root trees and shrubs late March 
through early April, assuming soil isn’t soggy.

•	 When ground thaws, use granular fertilizer on 
trees, shrubs and perennial beds.

•	 After mid-month, direct-seed peas, spinach, onion 
sets, lettuce, chard, mesclun, turnips and radishes. 
Plant onion plants, potatoes, cabbage, leeks, chard, 
kale, collards, asparagus, horseradish, rhubarb, 
chives, Brussels sprouts and parsley toward the 
end of the month after gradually hardening off 
indoor-grown transplants.

•	 Rake any matted leaves and other debris off the 
lawn when snow melts.

•	 Lightly scatter wood ashes from the fireplace over 
the lawn, unless the soil is already alkaline (over 
7.0 on the pH scale). Small amounts of wood ash 
also are fine added to the compost pile.

•	 Start seeds inside of tomatoes, peppers, eggplants 
and most annual flowers.

•	 Put crabgrass 
preventer on 
the lawn late 
in month 
when forsythia 
blooms. If you 
use Preen, corn 
gluten meal or 
similar weed 
preventers in shrub and perennial beds, forsyth-
ia-bloom is also a good clue of when to apply them.

•	 Late in the month, begin seeding thin or dead 
patches in the lawn. (Do NOT use crabgrass pre-
venter if seeding new grass.)

•	 Remove winter protection from roses late in the 
month. Prune and spray canes with dormant oil 
before new growth begins.

•	 Pot and begin watering cannas, dahlias, caladium 
and other tender bulbs so they’ll be ready to go 
outside in May. Toss any that rotted.

•	 Repot pot-bound houseplants.
•	 George Weigel (george@georgeweigel.net)
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The Trevose 
Horticultural Society

The Trevose Horticultural Society is celebrating its 
96th birthday this year.  In celebration of this occasion 
we will be sharing its history with you each month this 
year.  We hope that you enjoy the read!

Chapter 12
 Nick Roman took over leadership in 2003.  One of the 
favorite features of each meeting was the “Question 
and Answer Time” when Nick or other knowledgeable 
members answered questions about horticulture.  That 
year’s Flower Show was entitled “Through the Garden 
Gate” was able chaired by Susan Strachan and Alice 
Szarek again. 

In 2004 Phyllis Ford signed on as President.  Harvey 
Soll began to add an entire page of color photos to the 
September newsletter issue to highlight the Flower 
Show’s wining entries.  He has published the newsletter 
for several years and continues to steadily improve the 
publication.  Alice Szarek was chairman of the Flow-
er Show “Heaven and Earth,” which featured some 
celestial designs.  For the Scholarship Committee there 
was some more work added: the Country Gardeners 
Garden Club asked us to select two winners for their 
scholarships, as well as our own, which we increased 
to $1,000 each.  The meetings featured such programs 

Hands 
     on 
    History

as travels around the USA and beyond, varied horti-
culture and educational topics, and offering hints and 
demonstrations in design, focusing on entering the 
Flower Show.  Phyllis served as President for 3 more 
years. 

In 2005 we participated in the National Penny Pines 
program of reforestation.  It was part of the National 
Council.  Alice Szarek again led the Flower Show, this 
time with the theme “Ship Ahoy.”  Harvey Soll request-
ed and printed some recipes in the newsletter, and 
there was a bus trip to The Cloisters gardens in New 
York City. 

There was another Silent Auction in 2006.  Another 
color page was added to the September newsletter, and 
plans began for the club to have a website.  Harvey, 
Jack Lee, Bob Obodzinsky and his son, Bob, Jr. were 
on the committee.  Alice Szarek and Lenis Van Aken 
chaired the Flower Show “Candyland,” to the delight 
of all.  A longtime member, Virginia Meitzner, passed 
away after belonging to the club for 58 years. 

2007 saw the entire December issue of the newsletter 
arrive in our homes in color.  The website became a 
reality with the help of Bryan Tomlinson and Garden 
Central.  It is sponsored by Scotts Miracle Grow and 
showcases club history and current events.  Harvey 
posts the newsletter in color and our schedule is kept 
up to date.  There are links to Pennsylvania and Na-
tional Garden Club Federation websites, as well as to 
other local clubs in District XI.  Betty Sykes has served 
as District Secretary for several years and keeps our 
members up to date about their programs and activi-
ties.  “Land of Oz,” that year’s Flower Show was guided 
by Ida Roman and received a state award and later on, 
a National Award, thanks to the work produced by Ma-
rie Cartwright for the Book of Evidence in which she 
wrote a 300-word dialogue between the Tin Man, the 
Lion, the Scarecrow and Dorothy to describe the show.  
The club took on the flowering of the Imagination 
Garden built in Bensalem for Special Needs Children.  
There were already bushes and trees, but bulbs and 
summer and fall perennials were bought by THS and 
planted by a local troop of Boy Scouts, workers at Wal-
Mart, and our members.  George Funke passed away 
in September, having been a member for 75 years.  
Thanks to a grant from WalMart, another scholarship 
was presented this year for a total of 3 for $1,000 each 
from THS.  
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to participate in the Little Show!

March Little Show
DESIGN - GREEN WITH ENVY
1. Branching out, emerging growth
2. Anything Goes - With sticks and stones

HORTICULTURE
3. Cactus, 1 specimen, any size pot
4. Succulent (excluding Cacti), 1 specimen, any size pot
5. Flowering plant, pot under 6”, 1 specimen
6. Foliage plant, pot 6” to 10”, 1 specimen
7. Forced bulb(s), any type
8. Forced flowering branch, 1 specimen

NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 
JUDGING HAS STARTED

April Little Show

DESIGN  - Spring Has Sprung!
1. Add some spirals!
2. Anything Goes - Twists and turns!

HORTICULTURE
3. Daffodil, trumpet, 1 bloom
4. Daffodil, short cup, 1 bloom
5. Daffodil, any type, 1 bloom
6. Daffodil, 3 blooms, 3 varieties
7. Tulip, 1 bloom
8. Any other bulb in bloom
9. Flowering branch, 1 specimen
10. Any other flowering specimen, 3 stems
11. Any flowering pot up to 12”, 1 specimen

NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 
JUDGING HAS STARTED
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Spinning Wheel, Karen Wychock’s 4” miniature 
design, took second place at the show.

Larry Fontanilla created a beautiful Ikebana ar-
rangement for the show.  Ikebana is not judged.
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 2019 THS OFFICERS 
And 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

OFFICERS
President, Karen “Cookie” Woodson
First Vice President, Hazel Downes

Second Vice President, ???
Treasurer, Lenis Van Aken

Assistant Treasurer, Dee Crawford
Recording Secretary 

Aurea Almazan, General Meetings 
Lenis Van Aken, Executive Meetings

Corresponding Secretary, Karen Wychock
Co-Corresponding Secretary, Alice Szarek

Members at Large (4)  
Choony Choi, Rae Glasgow, Jack Lee 

and Mary Ann Wolf

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Adviser: Betty Sykes

District XI  Representative:
Karen Wychock 

Flower Show: Karen Wychock
Membership: Ruth Kurtz

Membership List: Karen Wychock
Greeters: Choony Choi, Rae Glasgow

Historian: Sally Irons
Little Show: Ruth Dorn, Mary Ann Wolf  

and Ron Cliggett
Little Show Judges: Ruth Aumann,  

Choony Choi and Rae Glasgow
Publicity: Marie Cartwright

Scholarship: Jack Lee 
Awards: Unfilled

Ways and Means: Gegi English
Picnic: Sally Irons, Rae Glasgow

Spotlight: Hazel Downes

2019
THS CALENDAR 

General Membership Meetings
Start at 7 PM

Executive Board Meetings
 April 9, July 9 and September 10

March 19
“Butterfly Gardening and Insects”

April 16
May 21

June 18
Kokedama Workshop with Blanche Gottel

July 16
August 6

September 17
October 15

November 19
December 17

THS Flower Show
August 16-17, 2019
“Birds of a Feather”

2019 District
CALENDAR

March 20, 2019 
District XI Meeting 
Spotted Lantern Fly

GIANT, Willow Grove

GCFP Conference
April 6-8

Altoona, PA

May 1, 2019
District XI Meeting

GIANT, Willow Grove


