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Our 96th Year

June 2019

THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM
Kokedama!

 Bensalem Senior Center
1850 Byberry Rd, Bensalem, PA

June 18, 2019 
7 PM

Blanche Gottel (Plant Lady of Bucks County) will 
be conducting a Kokedama workshop for us at 
our June 18 meeting using oasis ball rather than a 
mud ball.  In this year’s flower show we have two 
table-top classes that replace the hanging class 
(foliage/flowering).   Blanche will provide step-by-
step instructions and all materials at her cost.  

What is Kokedama? 
The art of Kokedama literally translates from 
“koke” meaning moss and “dama” meaning ball. 
This moss ball has experienced a resurgence as a 
modern art form useful for uniquely presented 
plants and flowers. 

Kokedama is a form of Japanese garden art that is 
centuries old and tied into the practice of bonsai. 

A moss ball is the focal and supporting point for 
a sculpted tree or plant.  Kokedama is the practice 
of taking the root ball of a plant and suspending it 
in a mud ball, which is then coated with soft green 
moss. It is a living planter as well as a distinctive 
display piece. They may be fixed to a piece of drift-
wood or bark, suspended from a string or nestled 
in a clear, attractive container.

If you are participating in this workshop please 
bring: a small sharp knife, small spoon and small 
craft wire cutters.  A small bucket would also help 
if you have one.

There is still time to register for this unique work-
shop.  $15 for members, $25 for non-members - 
CALL Marie Cartright to register (856-866-9163).

Register For 
Design Classes NOW!

Have you signed up for our design classes this year?  
Lenis Van Aken is waiting to hear from you!  

Please phone her at 215-322-4154 to register for all 
Design Classes (schedule, pp. 20-21).



President’s Message
If you were awarded a plate and/or trophy at last year’s flower show, please return them to Betty Sykes at 
our June or July meeting.

“Plant America” Bulb Sale
Brent and Becky’s Bulbs is now accepting orders for the Plant America daffodil bulb (N. ‘Plant America’) 
beginning on Monday, June 10th for fall delivery.
 
Please let Cookie know if you want to order any of these bulbs to support the Plant America Campaign.  
Karen will be placing an order for our club.  The bulbs are sold only in quantities of 5 bulbs; $8.25 per bag 
of 5 bulbs. Shipping is 10% of Total or $7.00 minimum.

We have 46 paid members-last year 49.   

Thank you to our Ways and Means Committee head-
ed by Gegi English.  They gave our treasurer  $126.50 
from their sales.   Great job ladies!

Our May Plant Sale made $67.50. Thank you to every-
one who supported this year’s Plant Sale.

Refreshments anyone? 
June: Ruth Aumann, Phyllis Ashcroft, Hazel Downes
July: Mary Ann Wolfe, Howard and Lynn Kay
August: ???
September: Phyllis Dietz, Phyllis Ford, Nancy Orlando
October: Karen Wychock and ???
November: ???
December: Holiday Get Together
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Congratulations to THS! 
At the recent GCFP State Board Meeting in State 
College, PA, our 2018 Flower Show, “Traveling the 
Orient Express,” won the National Award of Merit!  

Some of the beautifully painted birdhouses 
completed by our Ways and Means Committee 

for our upcoming flower show! 

Check out our website at www.trevosegardeners.org.  
We are also on Facebook!



Trevose Horticultural Society
2019 NGC Standard Flower Show 

Birds of a Feather
Friday, August 16
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Saturday, August 17
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Outside your door, on your way to work, at the beach—birds are every-
where. As gardeners, they are welcome visitors to our yards through-

out the year.  With this in mind, join us for “Birds of a Feather” by partic-
ipating in the 2019 THS Flower Show on August 16-17.  Please consider 
registering for one of our design classes, Botanical Arts or horticulture 
classes.  

Whether you are a floral designer or a horticulturalist, there is some-
thing for everyone!

The show will be filled with all things related to birds - bird houses, bird feeders, bird seed and bird baths!  You are limitted 
only by your imagination.

Gift Baskets: Ruth Kurtz is once again chairing the gift baskets.  We all love “end of the season sales” so please keep your eyes 
open for all of those great buys.  We have people of different ages and people with different interests attending our show. We 
are asking you to put together a themed basket with approximately $45 worth of items and bring it to the show. If you have 
any individual item or want to make a cash donation toward a basket, please bring them to the meeting. If you have any ques-
tions or want to discuss an idea, please call Ruth Kurtz at 215-909-0598 or email her at  rek302@gmail.com.

Donation Letters: In trying to complete our gift baskets, we ask local businesses for donations. Donations may be in the 
form of gift cards to local garden centers, building supply stores, restaurants, etc.   A letter of introduction is already written 
for you and available from Karen Wychock at all meetings. 

Market Place/Food Table: As usual we need homemade food items such as cakes, cookies, candy, jams and jellies! Visitors 
love homemade goodies! Our “white elephant” table can also use donations.  Rummage through your closets, attic and 
garage for any unwanted garden pots, hand tools, garden decorations, books and jewelry!  Please see Ruth Dorn with any 
questions.

Plant Table: Our visitors are always lined up for one of Choony Choi and Rae Glasgow’s great floral designs! They can 
always use vases, potted plants, and cut flowers/greens from our gardens.

Hospitality: As always, we need greeters! Our visitors need a warm welcome from one of our members. A smile goes a long 
way when someone is not quite sure of their surroundings. Won’t you help in donating an hour of your time? If available, 
please contact Phyllis Dietz at 215-676-1375.

WE NEED CLERKS!  Have you ever dreamed of following the judges around our show? If so, your dream has come true! 
Simply let Betty Sykes know that you would like to be a clerk at this year’s show! No experience necessary!  

NEEDED:  We need a few bird cages/stands for staging this year’s show.   If possible, please give Karen Wychock your bird 
cage at the June meeting so she can plan for the entrance design.  Do you have any interesting birding items such as stuffed 
birds, bird figurines, etc.  If so, please let Karen know.
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GCFP DISTRICT XI

ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2019

 CEDARBROOK COUNTRY CLUB               COST: $35.OO 
  180 PENLLYN PIKE                                           REGISTRATION: 9:00 – 10:00 AM
  BLUE BELL, PA, 19422                                PRESIDENTS & STATE OFFICERS: 9:30 AM
  215-646-9410                                                       MEETING & PROGRAM: 10:00 AM

PROGRAM
“Mums the Word!”                                                                                                                                         
by Leona Swiaki

                                              
MENU SELECTION

     
PEAR WALNUT SALAD

SPRING MIx TOPPED WITH CINNAMON ROASTED PEARS, CANDIED WALNUTS, CRAISINS, 
DANISH BLEU CHEESE, SPLIT GRAPE TOMATOES, JULIENNE CARROTS, WARM SLICED 

  GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST AND HERB VINAIGRETTE DRESSING.        
           

FIG AND BEET SALAD 
FIELD GREENS TOPPED WITH MISSION FIGS, ROASTED GOLDEN BEETS, GRAPE TOMATOES, 

JULIENNE CARROTS, CRUMBLED GOAT CHEESE, WARM  SLICED GRILLED CHICKEN 
BREAST AND BALSAMIC VINAIGRETTE DRESSING 

COUNTRY CLUB SALAD
CHOPPED GREENS TOPPED WITH TOMATOES, 

CUCUMBER, RED ONION, BACON, EGG AND CHICKEN BREAST.

DESSERT: VANILLA ICE CREAM 
  TOPPED WITH SLICED STRAWBERRIES TOSSED IN MELBA SAUCE   

ROLLS, COFFEE, TEA, ICED TEA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                               RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 16, 2019

MAKE $35 check payable to DISTRICT xI – GCFP and send to: 
Pam Davis, 7 Melissa Way, Plymouth Meeting, PA. 19462

 Name: _______________________________________
 Garden Club(s): _________________________Phone: ___________________
 Email: ___________________________________
 Salad Entrée Selection: ____Pear Walnut _____Fig and Beet ____Country Club Salad   
 Dietary Restrictions:_____________________________________________



Garden Chatter
Your June “To Do” List
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•	 Keep garden watered - especially newly planted 
plants - if rain isn’t sufficient.

•	 Cut any remaining spring bulb foliage after it yel-
lows. Bulbs can be transplanted now. Dig and move 
them while you know where they’re at. No need to 
wait until fall.

•	 Trim evergreen 
hedges such as 
boxwood, yews, 
arborvitae, juni-
per, privet and 
hemlock.

•	 Prune evergreens 
such as spruce, 
fir and pine if 
necessary to 
maintain size but 
never back into 
bare wood. Stick 
to removing just 
most of the new 
growth.

•	 Finish pruning flowering shrubs that bloomed 
in May if you didn’t already do it (azaleas, lilacs, 
weigela, etc.)

•	 Add water hyacinths, tropical water lilies and other 
tender plants to the water garden. Continue feed-
ing water plants and fish.

•	 Finish planting annuals, containers, window boxes 
and hanging baskets.

•	 Make a second application of weed preventer to the 
shrub and flower beds to stop later-season annual 
weeds, especially if it’s been cool and rainy.

•	 Take softwood cuttings of shrubs you’d like to 
propagate.

•	 Finish mulching if you didn’t get to it in May.
•	 Harvest spring-planted vegetables and replant 

space with beans, carrots, corn, peppers, beets, 
pumpkins, potatoes or cucumbers.

•	 New perennials, trees and shrubs can still be plant-
ed so long as you keep them well watered.

•	 Trim back mums a second time late in the month.
•	 Deadhead spent flowers and/or trim off spent flow-

er stalks of early perennials.
•	 Pull weeds in beds, spot-spray for weeds in lawn 

or use a weed-‘n-feed product if lawn weeds are 
everywhere and you haven’t fed the lawn in the last 
six weeks. (Do not put anything on the lawn if it 
has gone brown and dormant from drought.)

•	 Grub preventers such as Merit (imidacloprid) or 
Mach 2 (halofenozide) can be applied to the lawn 
this month.

•	 Scout for pest problems and treat as needed. Watch 
for bagworms on evergreens and shade trees; leaf 
miners on birch; borer adults on birch and dog-
wood; woolly adelgids on hemlock; lace bugs on 
azalea and pieris; spider mites on spruce, hemlocks 
and juniper; scale on euonymus and pachysandra, 
and late in the month, Japanese beetles on a variety 
of plants. Avoid spraying when temperatures are 
over 85 degrees.

•	 If orangish “blobs” start showing up in the mulch, 
just rake them up or cultivate them in. This is a 
nuisance (and harmless) fungal growth called slime 
mold.

•	 Kick over mushrooms and other fungal growths 
that pop up in the lawn. Most of these also are 

harmful. If you’ve got young children or pets, bag 
and discard because a few species are toxic if eaten.

•	 Continue spraying program for fruit trees and ros-
es and begin spraying fungicide on plants prone to 
mildew or leaf spot, such as bee balm, lilacs, phlox, 
zinnias and dogwoods.

•	 George Weigel (george@georgeweigel.net)
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The Trevose 
Horticultural Society

The Trevose Horticultural Society is celebrating its 
96th birthday this year.  In celebration of this oc-
casion we will be sharing its history with you each 
month this year.  We hope that you enjoy the read!

Chapter 15
After a difficult time of making arrangements, we 
are now meeting at the Bensalem Senior Center. 
Betty Sykes and Jack Lee made many phone calls 
and we appreciate them. This new location features 
more and easier parking and an opportunity for 
more exposure and hopefully, many new mem-
bers. We had no meeting in February, due to cold 
weather and precipitation, but in March we all 
started the year very enthusiastically.

Karen Wychock has taken on the responsibility of 
the newsletter and has made a few changes to the 
layout. She has also added a new column entitled 
Garden Chatter, to help us know which monthly 

Hands 
     on 
    History

activities are needed in the garden.

Again, several members entered the PHS Flower 
Show. They included Betty Sykes, Ruth Kurtz, Dee 
Crawford, Alice Szarek, Kathy Schreader, Lenis 
Van Aken, Karen Wychock, and Tom and Janice 
McMaster. They earned 32 ribbons. Karen received 
a score of 100 points for her design, John Wayne 
in the Walk of Fame, and walked away with the 
special award, “Best of the Blues!”
 After a long time of illness, we were very sad to 
have to say goodbye to Joy Lee. She wrote the spot-
lights for the newsletter, helped with the judging of 
the Flower Show and participated eagerly whenev-
er asked in any activity for our club. We will miss 

her and wish Jack, her husband, 
our best.

Our Flower Show, “Under the Big 
Top” featured a circus theme with 
huge animal cutouts painted by 
some of chairperson, Karen’s for-
mer students. We had red clown 
noses for brave members to wear, 
two new categories in Horticul-
ture - a dish garden and Le Jardin 
Noir featuring plants with black 
or near-black qualities and, for an 
educational exhibit, the chance to 
learn about Elephant Ear plants. 

There was even popcorn to eat as guests explored 
the festivities. With all of this, we spread out some 
more in the gym and everyone appreciated the 
greater degree of spaciousness.

June Rymond arranged for us to visit several home 
gardens, belonging to our members and even some 
friends. Those who attended had a lovely time in 
all seven locations.
 For our 85 years of being federated with the 
Garden club Federation of Pennsylvania, we had a 
wonderful year.



7

to participate in the Little Show!

JUNE LITTLE SHOW
DESIGN - CRAYOLA CRAZE
1. Creative Use of Color
2. Anything - in Color - Goes!

HORTICULTURE 
3. Annual, 1 specimen
4. Annuals, 3 specimens, same or mixed
5. Columbine, 1 specimen
6. Any other perennial, 1 specimen
7. Perennials, 3 specimens, same or mixed
8. Rose, 1 bloom
9. Rose, 1 spray
10. Any other outdoor grown specimen
11. Best of your garden, collection of 3 or more varieties, all flowers or all vegetables. Supply list.

NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER JUDGING HAS STARTED at 7 PM.

July LITTLE SHOW
DESIGN - Lets get away from it all!
1. Visit the Cascades - Cascade Design
2. Anything Goes!

HORTICULTURE 
3. Annual, 1 specimen
4. Annual, 3 specimens, same or mixed
5. Any bulb, corm or tuber, 1 specimen in bloom
6. Tomatoes, small fruited, 2” or under, any color, 5 specimens, 
 1 variety
7. Tomatoes, large fruited, Red, over 2” 3 specimens, 1 variety
8. Beans, edible pods, 8 pods
9. Any other vegetable, 1 specimen
10. Herb, culinary or fragrant, 1 specimen
11. Best of your garden, collection of 3 or more varieties, vegetables or flowers. Supply a list. 

NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER JUDGING HAS STARTED at 7 PM.



 2019 THS OFFICERS 
And 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

OFFICERS
President, Karen “Cookie” Woodson

First Vice President - Unfilled
Second Vice President - Unfilled

Treasurer, Lenis Van Aken
Assistant Treasurer, Dee Crawford

Recording Secretary 
Aurea Almazan, General Meetings 

Lenis Van Aken, Executive Meetings
Corresponding Secretary, Karen Wychock
Co-Corresponding Secretary, Alice Szarek

Members at Large (4)  
Choony Choi, Rae Glasgow and Mary Ann Wolf

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Adviser: Betty Sykes

District xI  Representative:
Karen Wychock 

Flower Show Chair: Karen Wychock
Membership: Ruth Kurtz

Membership List: Karen Wychock
Greeters: Choony Choi, Rae Glasgow

Historian: Sally Irons
Little Show: Ruth Dorn, Mary Ann Wolf  

and Ron Cliggett
Little Show Judges: Ruth Aumann,  

Choony Choi and Rae Glasgow
Publicity: Marie Cartwright

Scholarship: Unfilled 
Awards: Unfilled

Ways and Means: Gegi English
Picnic: Sally Irons, Rae Glasgow

Spotlight: Unfilled
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2019
THS CALENDAR 

General Membership Meetings
Start at 7 PM

Executive Board Meetings
  July 9 and September 10

June 18
Kokedama Workshop with Blanche Gottel

July 16
Spotted Lantern Fly

August 6
Entering Horticultural in a Flower Show

September 17
Kaleidoscope of Color Throughout the Year

October 15
Japanese Flower Arranging

November 19
December 17

THS Flower Show
August 16-17, 2019
“Birds of a Feather”

   
September 25 

District xI 
Annual Meeting & Luncheon

Hosting Club: Norristown Garden Club
Cedarbrook Country Club

Blue Bell, PA

2019-2020 District XI Meetings

November 7, 2019
Host Club: Old York Road Garden Club

 March 26, 2020
Host Club:Our Garden Club of 

Philadelphia & Vicinity

May 7, 2020
 Host Club: Swedesford Garden Club


