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Our 96th Year

February 2019

THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM
Backyard Birds 

and Bird Feeding
 Bensalem Senior Center

1850 Byberry Rd, Bensalem, PA

February 19, 2019 
7 PM

Learn about the bird 
species commonly 
seen in our area, as 
well as some special 
visitors who stop 
by during migra-
tion.  Guest speaker, 
Diane Smith, will 
explain why feeding 
birds is both fun 

and important; while you provide food for the hungry 
birds, you're treated to great views of some beautiful 
creatures!  Learn which feeders are best, what types of 
seed to put out and how to attract winter birds. 
            
Diane Smith is BCAS Director of Education with a 
B.S. in Chemistry from Carnegie Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh, PA.  Following a long career in the phar-
maceutical industry, Diane began teaching at BCAS in 
2005, sharing her lifelong love of the outdoors as her 
“second career.”   She is an avid hiker and camper and 
has survival training from the famous Tom Brown Jr. 
Tracking, Nature and Wilderness Survival School as 
well as being certified Kamana 2 from the Wilderness 
Awareness School. 
 
Arranged by Hazel Downes
Edited by Marie Cartwright

 
2018 LITTLE SHOW RESULTS

Thank you to all of our members who participated in 
our monthly “Little Shows” this past year.   A special 
“Thank You” to Mary Ann Wolf for keeping the Little 
Show Tally for 2018! 

Congratulations go out to the following members for 
top honors in design and horticulture.  We 
hope to see your name on the list next year!

Design
1st Place: Karen Wychock - 64 points
2nd Place: Karen Woodson - 42 points
3rd Place: Rae Glasgow -  36 points
3rd Place: Betty Sykes -  36 points 
Honorable Mention: Gegi English -  32 points

Horticulture
1st Place: Phyllis Dietz -  130 points
1st Place: Rae Glasgow -  130 points 
2nd Place: Mary Ann Wolf - 116 points
3rd Place: Aurea Almazan -  106 points
3rd Place: Lenis Van Aken -  106 points 
Honorable Mention:  Ron Cliggett -  76 points    



President’s Message
Thank you for all of your support and encouragement.  Together we will continue the distinction of the Trevose Hor-
ticultural Society.

Refreshments anyone?
There is a sign up sheet at our monthly meetings awaiting your signature for refreshments at future meet-
ings. Please consider signing up!  

February : Karen Woodson and Isabel Longcoy
March: Alice Szarek, Janice McMaster and Dee Crawford
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A Note From Betty Sykes
I have enjoyed and am  proud to have been your president for 8 years (a 2-year stint and a 6-year stint). I 
was pleased and appreciative of all the help you have given me.  Any service I have achieved was due largely 
to your cooperation.

I truly believe that your new president, Karen Woodson, will be a great president and a true asset to THS. 
She will truly appreciate your help.

On the near future I am scheduled for uterine cancer surgery. Please keep me in your prayers. Thank you.

The Martha Washington Garden Club of Yardley had a fund raiser for their scholarship fund on January 
24th. Karen Wychock, Hazel Downes, Karen Woodson and Betty Sykes attended along with 144 others. 
Each table of 8 had a beautiful centerpiece prepared by the members. A delicious luncheon catered by a 
near by restaurant  was served followed by some delicious cookies prepared by various members. There 
were many raffle baskets auctioned off. The program was also great in keeping with everything else. It fea-
tured our own Karen Wychock  who did 6 outstanding flower arrangements. Thank you Karen Wychock, 
thank you Hazel who helped Karen and thank you Karen Woodson who transported me.   

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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Trevose Horticultural Society
2019 NGC Standard Flower Show

Birds of a Feather

ADMISSION FREE 
St. Ephrem Catholic Church

5400 Hulmeville Road
Bensalem, PA 19020

Over 135 classes of Horticulture, Competitive Floral Designs, a Junior Division, 
Educational Exhibits, Garden Market and Bake Sale!

Friday, August 16
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Saturday, August 17
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM



The 2019 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show
Flower Power

Florists will have to showcase “Flower Power” in their landscapes and arrangements in March at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center.  The theme “will celebrate the contribution of flowers to our lives and will play host to the Florists’ 
Transworld Delivery World Cup, the world’s most prestigious floral design competition,” according to PHS.

The renowned competition will take place at the Flower Show, kicking off during the show’s preview day on March 1, 
2019. The new FTD World Cup floral design champion will be announced on March 3, 2019.

Hours
Saturday, March 2:  11 am – 8 pm
Sunday, March 3:  8 am – 9 pm
Monday – Friday, March 4 – 8:  10 am – 9 pm
Saturday, March 9: 8 am – 9 pm
Sunday, March 10: 8 am – 6 pm

Member’s Preview Hours
Friday, March 1: 12:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Saturday, March 2: 8 am – 11am
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Pollinators Prefer Messy Winter  Gardens

As the days grow shorter and the temperatures soar down-
ward, the first instinct of the conscientious gardener is to 
clear their flower beds by cutting away every herbaceous 
plant.  Three quarters of the world’s flowering plants and 
one-third of our food supplies depend on pollination.  These 
herbaceous plants  provide protection and a safe place for 
pollinators to overwinter.  A  piece of bark or dry leaf  may 
be their only protection until spring.  Vegetation, seed pods 
or nests may be their only refuge during the winter months.   
There are over 3,000 species of native bees  that hide in hol-
low stems  or ornamental grasses.   Some varieties of solitary 
bees are red mason bees, which inhabit nests in dry hollow stems, walls or holes in wood.  Leaf cutter bees 
and wool carder bees are also cavity dwellers.  So you   impeccable gardeners  who take great pride in your  
perfectly coiffured  gardens year after year,  it may come as a mild shock to find out that the messy winter 
gardens provide critical  protection from the winter elements for the native bees and other pollinators who 
are a backyard garden  solution to the declining honey bee.  Keep this in mind next fall when ‘preparing ‘ 
your garden for winter.
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Garden Chatter
Your February “To Do” List

•	 If soil has been freezing and thawing, check newly 
planted perennials and shrubs. If root balls have 
“heaved” up out of soil to expose roots, tamp them 
back down.

•	 Prune fruit trees and 
apply dormant oil 
during above-40-de-
gree day.

•	 Take cuttings of 
spring bloomers such 
as cherry and magno-
lia and place in water 
in a vase for forced 
indoor blooms.

•	 If you stored last year’s 
geraniums, take cut-
tings, water and put 
under lights or in a bright spot.

•	 Start seeds inside of lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower, 
chard and most perennial flowers. Also a few early 
tomatoes if you use Wall-o-Waters or similar freeze 

protectors for April planting.
•	 Prune off any broken or storm-damaged branches 

as soon as you notice them.
•	 Reapply deer repellents.
•	 Take advantage of any 

nice days and thawed 
ground to edge your 
garden beds.

•	 If you overwinter a 
“mother plant” of a 
specimen tropical or 
annual, take cuttings 
and start them inside 
in pots under lights or 
next to a bright 

•	 window. Some of the 
easiest are coleus, 
geraniums, begonias, 
alternanthera and 
Persian shield.

•	 Bring any remaining potted forced bulbs inside or 
take them out of the refrigerator to begin growing.

•	 Inspect stored cannas, dahlias, caladium and other 
tender bulbs. Toss any that are rotting.

•	 Get your landscaping game plan lined up and plant 
lists finalized so you can hit the ground running at 
winter’s end.

•	 George Weigel (george@georgeweigel.net)
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The Trevose 
Horticultural Society

The Trevose Horticultural Society is celebrating its 
96th birthday this year.  In celebration of this occasion 
we will be sharing its history with you each month this 
year.  We hope that you enjoy the read!

Chapter 11

In 1995 THS established a Horticultural Library, man-
aged by Joyce Vile.  Books, magazines, and videos that 
contain helpful horticultural information have been 
donated by members, and are kept in a rolling library 
book case that was built by the Lower Bucks County 
Tech School.  A baked goods sale table at the Flower 
Show helps to fund this library. 

In 1998 THS was most fortunate to have a trailer do-
nated by Dot and Warren Worthington to house all the 
flower show supplies. 

The baton of presidential leadership was passed to Leo 
Wesolowski in early 2000, from Betty Sykes.  It is to 
them and other presidents before them that THS gives 
thanks, as the club is thriving well after 77 years with 
a membership of about 120.  As the year 2001 ap-
proached, with annual dues at $20 per person ($25 per 
Family), the current President is June Rymond, who 

Hands 
     on 
    History

has taken the helm as THS is preparing for the 75th 
Annual Flower Show, a Diamond Jubilee celebration 
entitled “Diamond Medley.” 
 
As the Trevose Horticultural Society has evolved in 
the last twenty years and entered the new Millennium, 
there has been a change from a rural feel to a more 
suburban emphasis.  This has been accomplished with 
continued excellence and sophistication in the promo-
tion of horticultural activities and service to the com-
munity.  

2000 TO PRESENT
Now that the next century began, our club was ener-
gized for the future.  The President at that time, Leo 
Wesoloski, oversaw several slide presentations, some 
garden visits to member’s homes, and some members 
working with a Girl Scout troop in Croydon to help 
them learn basic arranging and design techniques. The 
Flower Show this year was titled “Spotlight on Broad-
way,” and all the details were guided by Betty Sykes. 

June Rymond became President in 2001 and served for 
two years. Betty Sykes was in charge of the “Diamond 
Medley” Flower Show.  This was an exciting year.  It 
was the 75th Anniversary of the Club.  A banquet 
was held in Southampton in November to celebrate.  
During the year some details of the Club’s history were 
reminisced at the meetings and long time members 
were honored.  George Funke was acknowledged as 
having joined as a child with his parents, and he re-
mained a member until his passing in 2007.  

In 2002 “Roadside America” was the theme of the 
Flower Show with co-Chairmen Susan Strachan and 
Alice Szarek.  The Club held our first silent auction in 
November.  Harvey Soll was in charge and responsible 
for raising money for the Scholarship Fund.  People 
donated or bought items and bid on them prior to the 
meeting. Following the evening’s program, the win-
ners were announced the items went home with happy 
new owners.  Our garden society continues our long 
tradition by bringing holiday-wrapped items for the 
patients of the Sacred Heart Hospital.  Those decorat-
ed presents are displayed during the December Little 
Show and then all are delivered in time for Christmas. 



February LITTLE SHOW
DESIGN - KING OR QUEEN OF HEARTS 
1. Playing card as part of design
2. Anything Goes - Red accents

HORTICULTURE 
3. African Violet - single crown, single flowered
4. African Violet - single crown, double flowered
5. Fern, any type, pot under 10” (Asparagus fern is not acceptable)
6. Herb, any type, single plant in any size pot
7. Foliage plant, pot under 6”, 1 specimen
8. Flowering plant, 6-10”, 1 specimen
9. Any other specimen 

NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 
JUDGING HAS STARTED
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to participate in the Little Show!

March Little Show
DESIGN - GREEN WITH ENVY
1. Branching out, emerging growth
2. Anything Goes - With sticks and stones

HORTICULTURE
3. Cactus, 1 specimen, any size pot
4. Succulent (excluding Cacti), 
 1 specimen, any size pot
5. Flowering plant, pot under 6”, 1 specimen
6. Foliage plant, pot 6” to 10”, 1 specimen
7. Forced bulb(s), any type
8. Forced flowering branch, 1 specimen

NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 
JUDGING HAS STARTED



Trash To Treasure 
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All Trash To Treasure entries are to be brought to our February meeting. 
A District XI winner will be taken to the GCFP April Convention in Altoona.
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 2018 THS OFFICERS 
And 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

OFFICERS
President, Karen Woodson

First Vice President, Hazel Downes
Second Vice President, ???
Treasurer, Lenis Van Aken

Assistant Treasurer, Dee Crawford
Recording Secretary 

Aurea Almazan, General Meetings 
Lenis Van Aken, Executive Meetings

Corresponding Secretary, Karen Wychock
Co-Corresponding Secretary  

Alice Szarek, Helen Soll
Members at Large (4)  

Choony Choi, Rae Glasgow, Jack Lee 
and Mary Ann Wolf

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Adviser: Betty Sykes

District XI  Representative:
Karen Wychock 

Flower Show: Karen Wychock
Membership: Ruth Kurtz

Membership List: Karen Wychock
Greeters: Choony Choi, Rae Glasgow

Historian: Sally Irons
Little Show: Ruth Dorn, MaryAnn Wolf  

and Ron Cliggett
Little Show Judges: Ruth Aumann,  

Choony Choi and Rae Glasgow
Publicity: Marie Cartwright

Scholarship: Jack Lee 
Awards: Unfilled

Ways and Means: Unfilled
Picnic: Sally Irons, Rae Glasgow

Spotlight: Hazel Downes

2019
THS CALENDAR 

General Membership Meetings
Start at 7 PM

Executive Board Meetings
 April 9, July 9 and September 10

Regular Monthly Meetings
February 19

“Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding”

March 19
“Butterfly Gardening and Insects”

April 16
May 21
June 18
July 16

August 6
September 17

October 15
November 19
December 17

THS Flower Show
August 16-17, 2019
“Birds of a Feather”

2019 District
CALENDAR

March 2-10, 2019 
PHS Flower Show

March 20, 2019 
District XI Meeting 
Spotted Lantern Fly

GIANT, Willow Grove

GCFP Conference
April 6-8

Altoona, PA

May 1, 2019
District XI Meeting

GIANT, Willow Grove


